Six-week treatment with Ukrain in rabbits. Part II: Serum levels of gonadal hormones.
The effect of 6-week treatment with Ukrain at doses of 0.3, 1.5, and 3.0 mg/kg i.v. on the serum levels of steroid hormones, i.e., estradiol, testosterone, and progesterone, was studied in rabbits of both sexes. It is demonstrated that Ukrain treatment exerts minor changes in serum hormone levels. The level of estradiol was increased in the serum of male rabbits following Ukrain treatment only at the dose of 1.5 mg/kg i.v. Similarly, the estradiol serum level was increased after Ukrain given at 1.5 mg/kg i.v. in female rabbits. In male rabbits Ukrain application at 0.3 mg/kg i.v. increased the serum testosterone level. Serum testosterone levels were not altered following Ukrain administration up to 3.0 mg/kg i.v. in female rabbits. Ukrain raised the serum progesterone levels in male rabbits at the doses of 0.3 and 3.0 mg/kg i.v. in females, only the highest dose of Ukrain produced a significant increase of serum progesterone.